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E.O.l 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PORG, OAU, SP 

SUBJECT: CANARIES INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT-MPAIAC 
REF: ADDIS ABABA 3681 (NOTAL) 

1 . MPAIAC-THE MOVEMENT FOR THE SELF-DETERMINATION AND 
INDEPENCE OF THE CANARY ARCHIPELAGO-IS THE CREATURE OF 
ANTONIO CUBILLO. A CANARIAN LONG RESIDENT IN ALGIERS, WHERE 
HE ENJOYS HAVEN AND SOME ASSISTANCE, INCLUDING ONE HOUR PER 
NIGHT OF RADIO TIME. (THE USUAL OFFICIAL GOA STAND IS THAT 
CUBILLO IS AN FLN, NOT A GOA, MATTER). 

2. PREVIOUSLY DISMISSED BY SPANISH OFFICIALS AS A BUFFOON 
WITH NO FOLLOWING IN THE CANARIES, CUBILLO (AND ALGERIAN 
HOSPITALITY) DREW GOS IRE WHEN HE BROADCAST THE COMMUNIQUE 
OF AN OBSCURE SPANISH TERRORIST GROUP (GRAPO) CLAIMING 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE SHOOTING OF POLICEMEN HERE AT THE 
END OF JANUARY (GRAPO HAD ALSO KIDNAPPED TWO HIGH OFFICIALS, 

WHO WERE LATER RESCUED UNHARMED BY POLICE). SPANISH 
ANGER DEEPENED WHEN AN EXPLOSION CLAIMED BY CUBILLO 

AT GRAND CANARY'S AIRPORT FORCED THE DIVERSION TO TENERIFE 
OF THE PAN AM AND KLM JUMBOS WHICH COLLIDED THERE IN 
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HISTORY'S WORST AVIATION DISASTER. 

3. WHILE THE GOS REPORTEDLY TOOK A STIFF LINE WITH THE 

GOA ON CUBILLO, WE HAVE NO INDICATION THAT IT GOT ANY REAL 
SATISFACTION, AND EMBASSY ALGIERS HAS JUST REPORTED THAT 
CUBILLO RETURNED TO THE AIR AFTER A PERIOD OF SILENCE 
ATTRIBUTED TO REPAIR OF THE TRANSMITTER. 
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4. WE HAVE NO INDICATIONS THAT GOS IS WRONG CONCERNING 
CUBILLO'S LACK OF SUPPORT IN THE CANARIES. THE SPANISH 
PRESS, INCLUDING PERIODICALS SYMPATHETIC TO SUCH CAUSES, 

HAVE NOT TREATED HIM SERIOUSLY, AND NO SPANISH POLITICAL 
PARTY OF ANY STRIPE BACKS HIS CAUSE. HE TAKES CREDIT FOR 
THE OCCASIONAL BOMBING IN THE ISLANDS, AND HIS CLAIMS IN 
THIS REGARD HAVE NOT BEEN DISPUTED, BUT THE CAPACITY OF HIS 
FOLLOWERS (MANY OF WHOM WERE ARRESTED IN GOVERNMENT SWEEP 
SOME MONTHS AGO) DOES NOT APPEAR TO GO BEYOND SUCH SPORADIC, 
ALTHOUGH DISTURBING, ACTIONS. 

5. OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS THERE HAVE BEEN PERSISTENT RUMORS 
TO THE EFFECT THAT THE US AND/OR NATO ARE PLANNING TO ESTABLISH 
A BASE IN THE CANARIES. THESE RUMORS HAVE BEEN CONSISTENTLY 
DENIED BY US AND THE GOS. THE SPANISH NAVY IS MOVING TO 
REPLACE ITS OUT-MODED, OVERCROWED FACILITY IN LAS PALMAS 
(GRAND CANARY) AT ANOTHER POINT ON THE ISLAND. STABLER 
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